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òIf we could produce 

fresh water from salt 

water at a low cost, 

that would indeed be 

a great service to 

humanity, and would 

dwarf any other 

scientific 

accomplishment.ó

President John F. Kennedy, 

1962
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Aristotle Pliny the Elder
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Modern Advance of Desalination 5

July 1955ñGeneral Dynamics 

creates their General Atomic 

Division for research and 

development in the peaceful use of 

atomic energy.

May 1962 ñThe Department of the 

Interiorõs Office of Saline Water 

sponsors research at GA on 

reverse osmosis for saline water 

conversion.



Declining Cost of Desalination 6
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U.S. Desalination 8



Predominant Desalination Processes

uThermal Distillation

ÁMulti -effect distillation and multi -

stage flash evaporation

ÁVapor Compression

uMembrane 

ÁReverse Osmosis
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