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About ACWA

Who We Are…
• Formed in 1910 by 5 

agricultural irrigation districts
• Statewide, non-profit, non-

partisan association
• About 450 public agency 

members
• Funded by voluntary dues from 

public water agency members



About ACWA

90%

Who We Represent . . .
ACWA members responsible 

for 90% of the state’s 
distributed water
• federal, state and local
• agriculture and urban
• surface and groundwater
• wholesalers and retailers

Headlines



Key Issues

• Delta Crisis

• 2009 Comprehensive Legislative Water Package 
Implementation

• 2012 Water Bond

• Flows vs Water Reliability Assurances

The Delta – Vital to Economy, Environment
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ESA Restrictions on 
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Why Are These People Smiling?
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A Comprehensive State Policy for California’s Water Future

Co-equal Goals

Finance

Delta Policy
• Governance
• Conveyance
• BDCP

Statewide Policy
• Storage
• Conservation
• Groundwater monitoring
• Water Rights

Elements of a Comprehensive Solution

Local resource investment 
for new water

Delta conveyance solutions to 
stabilize reliability

Habitat and Watershed 
restoration

Additional storage for 
co-equal goals



Finance: “Safe, Clean, and Reliable Drinking Water 
Supply Act of 2012.” – $11.14 Billion

Cogdill

Caballero

Safe, Clean, and Reliable Drinking Water Supply Act of 
2012

Total Funding $11.14 billion

Drought Relief
$455 million

Delta Sustainability
$2.25 billion

Water Supply 
Reliability
$1.4 billion

Statewide Water System 
Operational Improvement

$3.0 billion

Conservation and 
Watershed Protection
$1.785 billion

Water Recycling and 
Water Conservation

$1.25 billion

Groundwater Protection
And Water Quality

$1 billion



Major Expenditure Categories for the Water Bond

•• $4 billion: Local Resource $4 billion: Local Resource 
developmentdevelopment

•• $4 billion: habitat and $4 billion: habitat and 
watershedswatersheds

•• $3 billion for storage for co$3 billion for storage for co--
equal goals and other public equal goals and other public 
benefitsbenefits

$11 = 4 + 4 + 3

Now We Know Where to Go…



Two Roads Before Us

Continue the 
“water flows” war?

Implement a 
comprehensive plan for 

co-equality?

Bay Delta Conservation Plan

• Statewide steering committee established in 2006
- state, federal agencies
- water agency contractors
- NGOs

• Hundreds of meetings, $150 million in studies
• Major decision in 2010



Bay Delta Conservation Plan

• Habitat Conservation Plan / Natural 
Communities Conservation Plan (HCP/NCCP)

• Embraces concept of co-equal goals
- Long-term regulatory assurances
- Ecosystem recovery
- Multi species / comprehensive tools

Economic 
Assurance  

Commitment to Recovery

Bay Delta Conservation Plan

• “Conveyance” improvements

• Aquatic habitat restoration

• Other stressors

Conservation Plan Elements



ESA Restrictions on 
SWP/CVP Operations
ESA Restrictions on 

SWP/CVP Operations
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BDCP Tunnel / Pipeline Conveyance

Cost = Up to $15 billionCost = Up to $15 billion
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Bay Delta Conservation Plan

• 65,000 acres tidal habitat
• 10,000 acres inundated floodplain
• 20 levee miles habitat enhancement
• 5,000 acres riparian forest
• 400 acres non-tidal marsh
• 200 acres vernal pool complex
• 2,000 acres grasslands
• Wildlife-friendly management (up to 30,000 acres)

Aquatic Habitat Restoration

Up to 80,000 of Habitat

Cost = up to $6 billion

Getting to the Other Stressors

•• PredationPredation

•• FishingFishing

•• Invasive SpeciesInvasive Species

•• Ammonium loadingAmmonium loading

•• Contaminants and Contaminants and 
pesticidespesticides



Continue the “Water Flows” War

• Interim Instream Flow Criteria 
Report

• Narrow scope, no balancing
• 75% of unimpaired Delta outflow 

Jan-Jun
• 75% of unimpaired Sac River 

inflow Nov-June
• 60% of unimpaired San Joaquin 

River inflow Feb-June
• Non binding...but life of its own

Impacts of Flow Criteria

CATASTROPHIC!
• 5-5.6 million acre-feet now in 

use, off limits
• Overall supply reduction of 

70% from the Delta watershed
• Widespread Impacts

ASSURANCES IMPOSSIBLE



Two Roads Before Us

Continue the 
“water flows” war?

Implement a 
comprehensive plan for 

co-equality?

Co-equal goals? Or Co-equal destruction?

Keeping the Wheels on the Bus



The Challenge Continues

Stay Tuned…

Contact

Timothy Quinn
Executive Director

916.441.4545
Timq@acwa.com

Association of California Water Agencies
www.acwa.com


