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• Important legislative items
o WRDA 2018 
o FY 19 Appropriations, incldTitle XVI
o Lacey Act

• Civil Works at USACE – clouds on horizon
• prospects for other legislation ranging from tax 

reform to the Lacey Act, WIFIA proposals, forest fires

Action Items = Letters, Position Papers, 
Input, Collaboration, Monitoring

HRA Presentation

+



•Updates

•Emerging 

•Actions

•Input

WESTCAS Arid-West Federal Issues
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• Funds both the Army Corps of Engineers and the 
Bureau of Reclamation.

• Bill has already passed the full House of 
Representatives on June 6

• Passed out of Senate Appropriations Committee 
on May 21.

• May be considered to be on the “fast-track” for 
FY19 Appropriations bills.

FY19 Energy and Water Appropriations 



House Senate Admin DIfference

USACE Total $7,278,000,000 $6,927,000,000 $4,785,000,000 >$2.49B House
>$2.142B Sen

Construction $2,323,000,000 $2,161,000,000 $  871,733,000

Investigations $ 123,000,000 $ 123,000,000 $  82,000,000

BOR Total $1,540,000,000 $1,478,000,000 $  995,000 >$545M House
>$483M Sen

Title XVI $  65,000,000 $  54,406,000 $  3,000,000 20x Increase!

WaterSMART $  34,000,000 $  34,000,000 $  10,000,000 3.4x Increase!



House Admin DIfference

EPA Total $7,950,000,000 
($100M less FY18)

$5,950,000,000 $ 2B

CW+DW SRF $2,600,000

WIFIA $ 75,000,000

STAG Rescission of 
$75M in 
unobligated funds 

“…reflects the Administration’s goal to rein in 
outdated, unnecessary and potentially harmful 
regulations at the EPA. For example, it includes a full 
repeal of the economically damaging “Waters of the 
United States” regulation.”











Chairman Garrett Graves Chairman John Barrasso



HOUSE VERSION
 Water Resources 

Development Act 2018, H.R. 8
 Passed House  408-2
 Short, Primarily COE policy
 50 amendments considered

SENATE VERSION

 The America’s Water 
Infrastructure Act of 2018, S. 
2800

 Passed out of EPW unanimous 
vote

 Length, EPA & COE policy

 Chief’s Reports & Sec 7001 report
 Authorize project modifications and changes
 Study Crops of Engineers’ structure and civil works function 

in the Department of Defense

IN COMMON

Senate floor time 
expected after 

NDAA



Smooth sailing to a 408-2 vote & adopting 50 amendments… 

With only a couple of glitches:
 Rep Velaquez (D-NY) motion to recommit, failed by vote of 

180-227

 Noteworthy amendments not included or withdrawn:

DeFazio - the provision to require 
that Harbor Maintenance Trust 
Fund revenues can only be used 
for their intended purpose

Weber – Enhance the Levee Safety 
Action Classification risk category tool 
by making LSAC rating transparent 
and promote options



TITLE I – GENERAL PROVISIONS

TITLE II – STUDIES

TITLE III – DEAUTH., MODIFICATIONS

TITLE IV – WTR RES INFRASTRUCTURE



GENERAL PROVISIONS

STUDIES

DEAUTH., MODIFICATIONS

INFRASTRUCTURE







 Review funding –
Congress agrees with 
benefits of program

 Call on Jolene Walsh –
support for competitive 
program
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Legislative Progress toward Work Group & Solution

House Water, Power and Oceans Subcommittee Hearing:
Federal Impediments to Commerce and Innovative Invasive 
Species Management
May 12, 2018

Mike Rickman, North Texas MWD

Discussion on whether to form a WPO 
Subcommittee “Work Group” consisting of 
Members, Congressional staff and various 
stakeholders (WESTCAS opportunity) to work 
towards a consensus solution on selected issue.



Legislative Progress toward Work Group & Solution

House Water, Power and Oceans Subcommittee Hearing:
Federal Impediments to Commerce and Innovative Invasive 
Species Management
May 12, 2018 Testimony focused on the growing success of 

invasive species mussel management including 
the “Don’t Move A Mussel” program and the 
efforts of MET, TPWD and the Coachella Valley 
Water District to limit the spread of zebra and 
quagga mussels.





Introduced in House (01/11/2017)

Water Conservation Rebate Tax Parity Act

This bill amends the Internal Revenue Code to 

expand the tax exclusion for energy conservation 

subsidies provided by public utilities to exclude 

from gross income subsidies provided (directly or 

indirectly): 

(1) by a public utility to a customer, or by a 

state or local government to a resident of 

such state or locality, for the purchase 

or installation of any water 

conservation or efficiency measure; 

and 

(2) by a storm water management provider 

to a customer, or by a state or local 

government to a resident of such state or 

locality, for the purchase or installation of 

any storm water management measure.

Co-sponsors: 37
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 The Reclamation Project Aging Infrastructure 
Revitalization Act (REPAIR Act) will provide valuable 

funding for restoration, development, and 
enhancement of water and hydropower 

infrastructure projects.  

Brad Hiltscher, MET



• Paul Gozar (R-AZ)
• Purpose: to promote 

Reclamation, federal & non-
federal water/hydro with aging 
infrastructure

• Loans: interest rate equal to 
yield of similar US Treasury 
security

• Eligibility: projects in 
Reclamation states

• “Obligor” pays a determined 
credit risk

• Project costs generally > $5.0 M 



David Collinsworth – Brazos River Authority General Manager
Mark Mazzanti – SWD Programs Mg
Tom Kula – former SWD Cmd & NTMWD General Manager
Fred Caver – former Deputy for Civil Works

“Why does it need to be at DoD?” 

Shuster said during the March 6 

House Transportation & 

Infrastructure Committee hearing.

“Two hundred years ago it made 

sense; the Army was the only thing 

that could build a dam, a roadway. 

But today there’s no need for Civil 

Works to remain at DoD”

Chairman Shuster:



• Recent notice
• Updating 

implementing 
regulation

• 40 years w/ only 
one major update

• Seeking public 
comments



II. Request for Comment 

CEQ requests comments on potential 

revisions to update and clarify CEQ 

NEPA regulations.      

NEPA Process: 
Should CEQ’s NEPA 
regulations be revised to 
ensure that envir. 
reviews…involving multiple 
agencies are conducted in a 
manner that is concurrent, 
synchronized, timely, and 
efficient, and if so, how? 

Scope of NEPA Review: 
Should CEQ’s NEPA regulations 
be revised to provide greater 
clarity to ensure NEPA 
documents better focus on 
significant issues that are 
relevant and useful to 
decisionmakers and the public, 
and if so, how?

Examples of questions asked:





INPUT & DISCUSSION

Recent request from Sen 
Feinstein’s office; needs 
review

Chris Treese to provide 
update & suggestions on 
response

Final issuance of this Rule 
can happen anytime but 
not expected
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