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Regulated PWS Demographics in Arizona
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PFAS in Arizona: How did we become aware?

▪ Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule (UCMR3) third round
– PWS serving more than 10,000 people (required)

– EPA selects systems serving less than 10,000 to participate in the required 
monitoring 

▪ Self monitoring & reporting

▪ EPA Multi-purpose Grant



UCMR 3 Results 

No. of Public Water Systems

Detections of PFAS 6

≥ Health Advisory 4

ADEQ Regulated PWS Sampled 82 out of 961*

Third Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule (UCMR) six PFAS included for monitoring: 
*perfluorooctanesulfonic acid (PFOS) *perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA)

*perfluorononanoic acid (PFNA) *perfluorohexanesulfonic acid (PFHxS)

*perfluoroheptanoic acid (PFHpA) *perfluorobutanesulfonic acid (PFBS)

* CWS and NTNC PWS

UCMR3 PWS’s represent 81% of the Total Population



AZ Public Water System Screening

▪ ADEQ awarded an EPA 
multi-purpose Grant

▪ Goal: 

– Sample PWS wells to 
determine impacts with 
PFOA/PFOS
• Further investigate risks to 

wells not monitored under 
UCMR3

– Samples pulled from the 
wellhead vs. EPDS



Methodology: Identifying Well Candidates

• GIS maps

• Hydrogeology 

• Aquifer  

• Well construction 

• Flow direction 

Based on Vulnerability 
& Susceptibility 

Assessment Using: 



Background and Methodology



Multi-purpose Grant: Results & Conclusions



Drinking Water & PFAS Issues Summary
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Actions to Take for Unregulated Contaminants



Drinking Water & PFAS Issues Summary

▪ Aware of areas with PFAS ground water contamination 

▪ Aware of with Drinking Water Sources with PFAS detections

– All, but 1 source above the Health Advisory (70 ppt) has taken an action to 
reduce or eliminate exposure. 

▪ Consistently apart of the regulatory environment with the 
anticipated upcoming PFAS regulations in the SDWA.

– EPA/ASDWA/ECOS PFAS Caucus Group, ITRC, EPA ROCS-NET, and inter-
agency PFAS workgroups

▪ State Statues = Limitation 



Regulatory Climate: Updates from EPA



Recent EPA Actions on PFAS

▪ National PFAS Leadership Summit – May 
2018

– Share information, identify actions, risk 
communication

▪ EPA PFAS Action Plan – February 2019

– Provides EPA’s first multi-media, multi-
program, national research management 
and risk communication plan to address a 
challenge like PFAS



EPA PFAS Action Plan 

Provides EPA’s first multi-media, multi-program, national research management 
and risk communication plan to address a challenge like PFAS. 



Current Toxicity Assessments in Development



EPA PFAS Action Plan: Course of Action 

▪ Drinking Water : EPA is committed to following the MCL rulemaking process 
established by the SDWA for PFOA and PFOS, by the end of 2019. 

▪ Clean up : Initiating regulatory process for designating PFOA and PFOS as 
Hazardous Substances, set interim groundwater cleanup recommendations

▪ Toxics : Consider including PFAS in Toxics Release Inventory (TRI), initiate proposal 
to prohibit the uses of certain PFAS chemicals through TSCA new chemicals 
program 

▪ Research : Rapidly expand scientific foundation for understanding and managing 
PFAS risk 

▪ Enforcement : Use enforcement tools, where appropriate, to address PFAS 
exposures in the environment and assist states in enforcement activities

▪ Risk Communication : Work with partners to develop a risk communication 
toolbox to support federal, state, tribal and local partners for communicating with 
their constituents



DRAFT - Interim Recommendations for Groundwater Cleanup

▪ The guidance provides 
recommendations on:

▪ Screening levels, which are used to 
determine if levels of contamination 
may warrant further investigation;

▪ Preliminary remediation goals (PRGs) 
to inform site-specific cleanup levels 
for PFOA and PFOS contamination of 
groundwater that is a current or 
potential source of drinking water.



PFAS: PFOA & PFOS Landing Page http://azdeq.gov/PFOA/PFOS

http://azdeq.gov/PFOA/PFOS


QUESTIONS??


