Hicks-Ray Associates

Implementing Strategies, Achieving Success

] ]
April 22, 2020

TO: WESTCAS Membership

FROM: Hicks-Ray Associates

SUBJECT: Senate Committee Releases Draft Water Infrastructure Bills
Yesterday the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works released the
discussion draft of the “AWIA” which stands for “America’s Water Infrastructure
Act of 2020.” The Committee also released the discussion draft of America’s
Drinking Water Infrastructure Act of 2020.”

We have included links to both bills in their report plus a two-page summary
provided by the Committee. The original co-sponsors of the bills include the EPW
Committee Chair and Subcommittee Chair along with their Democratic
counterparts, so both measures are bi partisan. Some of the highlights of the
AWIA include:

--$17 billion in funding for water infrastructure all across the nation.

--Reauthorizes the CWA State Revolving Loan Fund with increased funding for
the first time in 30 years.

--Increases water storage projects in the West.

--Sets a goal of two years for the Army Corps to complete feasibility studies.
Highlights of the America’s Drinking Water Infrastructure Act of 2020 include:
--$2.5 billion in Federal authorizations.

--Authorizes $300 million in grants to remediate emerging contaminants

The release of these two draft bills marks a new and promising phase in the
process that should result in completed authorization bills this year.
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