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TO: WESTCAS Membership
FROM: Hicks-Ray Associates
SUBJECT: “Congressional Emergency Remote Proceedings”

The House of Representatives will convene tomorrow to debate and pass its
version of the fifth in a series of multi-trillion-dollar COVID-19 relief bills.
During the same session the House will also adopt H. Res. 965 authorizing remote
committee proceedings and remote voting in the House for the next 45 days.
These procedures can be extended or renewed if the current public health
emergency persists.

This is the new reality in the time of the coronavirus and it is important for
WESTCAS members to understand the basic outlines of H. Res. 965:

Authorizes remote committee proceedings during the pandemic.

e Committees authorized to hold virtual hearings, markups and depositions.

e Committee chairs can hold entirely virtual proceedings, or they can hold
proceedings in the hearing room with some Members participating
remotely.

e Members participating remotely count towards a quorum and can vote.

Implements remote voting on the House floor during the pandemic.

e Allows for remote voting by proxy on the House floor with all Members
voting remotely counted towards a quorum.

e Members can serve as designated proxies for no more than 10 other
Members.

e Members to be notified of a vote 24 hours in advance so they can secure a

Proxy.

H. Res. 965 provides for remote voting through technology during the pandemic
after a system is developed and certified.
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