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● New Mexico has a large rural population

● Extensive surface water irrigation along all         
perennial rivers

● Ownership and priority of Water Rights

● Transfer or leasing of Water Rights
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● Vested in 1907 Water Code

● Senior vs. Junior Water Rights

● Federal Reserved Water Rights

● Indian Water Rights

● Pueblo Water Rights



● Aquifers Connected to Surface Water

● Mining of Groundwater Sources

● Fully Appropriated Rivers

● Interstate Compact Impacts



● Signed in 1948
● Increasing Groundwater Withdrawals
● NM Falls Behind on Compact Deliveries
● Texas Sues NM
● Stipulated 1990 Judgment - Approved by U.S. 

Supreme Court
- NM Pays $14M for Past Water Debt
- Increase Deliveries to Avoid Shortages

● More Than $50M Spent to Buy and Lease Water Rights
● Construction of Two Rivers Dam Subject to Texas Water 

Deliveries; and Protects Roswell from Hondo River 
Flooding 



● Signed in 2001

● Parties to MOU – USACE, NM (ISC), and Roswell

● Water Stored in Two Rivers Would be Delivered to 
the Pecos River as Controlled Releases

● Roswell Would Build a 1,000 cfs Capacity Channel

● ISC Would Acquire Easements for the Channel

● Texas Would Monitor Progress of Compliance





































● Determine nature and priority of all Water Rights

● Proceed with Active River Management 
Program as fast as possible

● Develop sustainable ground water use policies 
for each aquifer within each basin

● Develop feasible stream eco-restoration plans 
for all surface waters

● Negotiate practical procedures to comply with 
river compact requirements
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