
WESTCAST Conference
San Diego, California



 Review of Priority Legislative Issues
 Phoenix Regulatory/Legislative Fly-in

 Federal Legislation and Policy Updates 
 Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) 
 P&G – Interagency Guideline Comments
 Appropriations – FY14 Energy & Water Bill
 Invasive Species – HR 1823
 ESA – S. 19 - ESA Settlement Act 

 WESTCAS Action
 Review Items for Upcoming Workshop

▪ WRDA white paper draft – review
▪ HR1823 white paper draft – review
▪ S. 19 ESA Settlement Act – direction on preparing letter
▪ FY14 E&W Appropriations – opportunity to comment



Phoenix Fly-In Results



• WRDA
• CWA Guidance
• ESA

WESTCAS Signature

• Earmarks
• Colorado River Study
• WET  (Leg initiative)

Collaborative Issues

• TRWD Supreme Court

Tracking

Phoenix Reg/Leg Fly-in
Key Legislative Issues & Priorities



WESTCAS 
DC Fly-in

WESTCAS fly-in provides contacts 
and avenues to follow-up on the 
priority Federal legislation and 

water issues of  concern to the West

Opportunity 



• Water Resources Development Act (WRDA)
- S.601 / House version pending 
- WESTCAS draft letter (to T&I Cmt)

• P&G – Interagency Guidelines

• ESA – S.19 “Settlement Act” / Natural 
Resource Committee hearings



S. 601 - Issues

Sections 1001/1002 – Project Authorization
• Authorizes projects with Chief’s report & Secretary’s recmd
• Executive Branch decides (NOT Congress)

Section 2014 – Dam Operations Operation Rules
• High priority for environmental groups (NWF, TNC, et al)
• Potential to adjust uses to include previously unauthorized

Section 2025/2026 - NFS project/feasibility study
Section 2032/2033 – Project Acceleration (env oppose)
Section 2061 – WS Storage Annual Cost Planning

Update Issue



S. 601 - Issues

Title VI – Levee Safety –
• More circuitous programs, other issues
• Amendments offered – updates

Title X – WIFIA  
• Federally guaranteed loans near Treasury rates
• Large or aggregated projects > $20 million
• AWWA push to promote with T&I

Update Issue



Considerations for a  WESTCAS Strategy 

Problems & Positives with S. 601
• To  support a House version
• Work with T&I to avoid same type issues (John Anderson)

Review Draft Letter WESTCAS Letter 
• Letter identifies negatives to avoid & positives to consider
• Review and action at Leg Workshop
• Follow-up with Committee (John Anderson-Wtr Res & Env)



Comments extended to June 27, 2013 
• Final Principles and Requirements issued March 27th

• No substantial changes in response to initial comments 
• No discussion of comments from public or NAS

Comment letters submitted to date
• Joint letter prepared by Family Farm Alliance with WESTCAS, 

ACWA, WESTCAS, NWRA and Oregon Wtr Res Congress 
• National Waterways Conference, Inc.

• Administrative oversights with APA & others
• Planning principles leading to more central planning
• Draft Guidelines that are out of balance

Update Issue



Update Issue

Layout

Status



Update Issue

Layout

Status
• Has 17 co-sponsors
• Referred to EPW Committee – no hearing
• Should WESTCAS actively support? – (outline letter 

at Workshop)



• Appropriations – FY14 Energy & 
Water Bill

• Invasive Species – HR 1823



Although the FY14 budget request is $3.77 trillion, virtually 
all of the cuts in the House Appropriations bills are being 

taken out of the $342 billion that remains after spending for 
Defense, Military Construction/Veterans Affairs, and 

Homeland Security. So the cuts are really coming out of 
less than 10% of the total Federal budget. And this 

includes water resources infrastructure. 



House Energy-Water Appropriations Subcommittee approval to the 
draft bill, which would provide $30.4 billion for energy and water 
programs. That spending level would be $4.1 billion less than the 
president’s request and $2.9 billion less than the fiscal 2013 enacted 
level. 



Corps of Engineers FY12 FY14

Investigations $125,000,000 $90,000,000
Construction $1,694,000,000 $1,343,000,000
O&M $2,412,000,000 $2,682,000,000

Bureau of Reclamation
Water & Related Resources $895,000,000 $812,744,000

EPA State Revolving Fund
$2.372 billion $1.90 billion

Represents a decrease of $472 billion between FY12 and FY14



No funds 
for  further 
defining 
the waters 
of the US 



Unintended Consequences for Western Water Transfers

HR 1823 - Protecting Lakes Against Quaggas Act of 2013
• PLAQ act would add Quagga mussel per se to Lacey Act
• Concern if Quagga mussels detected in waters currently used 

for interstate transfers
• Future inter-state transfers

DRAFT WESTCAS comment letter for Workshop
Amend or Not Support



Completes HRA Washington Report

Legislative Workshop

WRDA Comment Letter to House T&I Committee
HR1823 Comment Letter

Direction on Support Letter for S. 19
Other Recommendations





Excerpt from ASA Darcy letter to Sen Boxer (March 14, 2013):

“Enable a more holistic approach to water resources management by adding fist 
and wildlife protection as an authorized project purpose (emphasis added) for 
all Corps dams and by otherwise providing more administrative flexibility to 
revise operating regimes (plans?) of all Corps dams.”
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