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TWEET US!

@PureWaterSD

#PotableReuseSD



C ITY OF SAN D IEGO

• Provides water, waste-

water and recycled water 

services

• Water demand ~ 180 MGD 

• Water meter connections 

– 280,000

• Complex potable system 

with more than 3,300 miles 

of water lines

• 9 Reservoirs

• 3 Water Treatment Plants



CURRENT SOURCES OF WATER

SUPPLY
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(Colorado River & 
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WATER SUPPLY CHALLENGES

• Imported water reliability

• Limited local supplies

• Natural disasters 

• Increasing costs

• Population growth

• Climate Change







WATER PURIFICATION PROCESS

Ultraviolet Light / 

Hydrogen Peroxide
Reverse Osmosis

Microfiltration & 

Ultrafiltration



Regulatory Framework



AWP Facility Testing & 

Monitoring Plan Results

• Met all federal and state drinking 

water standards

• Continuous and daily monitoring 

verified the integrity of the 

treatment process and equipment

• Lab tests plus continuous 

monitoring ensures only high 

quality water is produced

• Water quality comparable to 

Orange County’s Groundwater 

Replenishment System



CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC

HEALTH CONCEPT APPROVAL

• City submitted concept

proposal in March 2012

• Concept approval letter 

September 7, 2012

“Based on CDPH’s review of 

the City’s  �  submittal   �  

CDPH approves the San 

Vicente Reservoir 

Augmentation Concept.” 



REGIONAL WATER BOARD

Regional Water Board “� 

supports  efforts to 

develop the Reservoir 

Augmentation Project

at San Vicente Reservoir.”

“The  . . . Water Board, with concurrence 

from USEPA, strongly supports the efforts 

of the City to develop the San Vicente 

Reservoir Augmentation Project&” 

• Concept concurrence 

letter received by the City 

February 2013



Public Outreach & Education 

Program



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Community Events

Facility Tours

Internal Communications

Social Media



YOUTH CONNECTION

• Project SWELL

• San Diego Youth Commission

• Boy Scouts/Girl Scouts of San Diego

• Children’s AWP Facility Tours

• Community Events Catered to Kids



PUBLIC OUTREACH & EDUCATION

PROGRAM METRICS

Type of Event Number of 

Events

Attendees

Speaker’s Bureau 206 6,175

Community Events 72 9,189

Facility Tours 357 5,120



WATER RELIABILITY COALITION

Friends of Infrastructure



MEDIA COVERAGE



PUBLIC OUTREACH & EDUCATION

PROGRAM AWARDS & RECOGNITION



OUTREACH & EDUCATION PROGRAM

RESEARCH RESULTS
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REUSE REPORTS

Recycled Water Study

• Final report adopted by City 
Council on 
July 17, 2012

Water Purification Demonstration 
Project Final Report

• Final report adopted by City 
Council on 
April 23, 2013



RECYCLED WATER STUDY (2012)

• Identified alternatives for maximizing water 

reuse  

• Potable reuse found to be the most effective 

strategy for maximizing recycling

• Recycled water (purple pipe) system expansion

- high cost for the nominal increase in use

• City Council unanimously adopted the study 

and directed staff to prepare an 

implementation strategy



101 mgd total reuse

Existing 

Recycled 

water use

11 mgd

New Recycled 

Water via Infill

7 mgd

Potable Reuse 

83 mgd

Recycled Water Study



Pure Water Facilit ies Plan

• Initial Phase

–15 mgd by 

2023

• Future Phase

–83 mgd by 

2035



FUTURE SOURCES OF WATER SUPPLY

2035

Imported 
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• A 20-year program to provide a 

safe, secure, and sustainable 

local drinking water supply

• Our purest source of raw water

• Reliable and locally controlled 

• Drought proof, climate 

independent

• Decreases reliance on imported 

water

Pure Water San Diego



INFORMATION

Visit:    www.purewatersd.org 

Email:  purewatersd@sandiego.gov

Call:    (619) 533-7572

Pure Water San Diego

@PureWaterSD

purewatersd



PURE WATER SAN D IEGO

QUESTIONS?
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