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Defining California’s Water Challenges

California’s Bay-Delta ecosystem is 

declining; increasingly stringent ESA 

regulation

Aging infrastructure and growing 

population

Multi-year drought has further stressed 

water supplies

Climate change impacts



Headlines



National Attention



Current Conditions

• Latest snow survey: 143% of 
normal

• Precipitation: 107% of normal

• SWP and CVP South-of-
Delta allocation: 45%

• Impacts from drought and 
regulatory restrictions will 
keep 2010 deliveries low 
(below 50%)



ESA Restrictions on 

SWP/CVP Operations

SWP Pumps

CVP Pumps



The Real Economic Consequences



Why Are These People Smiling?
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The Delta – Vital to Economy, Environment
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A Comprehensive State Policy for California’s Water Future

Co-equal Goals

Finance

Delta Policy

• Governance

• Conveyance

• BDCP

Statewide Policy

• Storage

• Conservation

• Groundwater monitoring

• Water Rights



A Comprehensive State Policy for California’s Water Future

“Co-equal goals 

means the two goals 

of providing a more 

reliable water supply 

for California and 

protecting, restoring, 

and enhancing the 

Delta ecosystem.” —
SB 1 (Steinberg), Section 

85054



Delta Governance

Delta Vision Blue Ribbon 

Task Force

Delta Stewardship Council

• 7 members, statewide view

• Adopts Delta Plan to 

implement co-equal goals

• Incorporates BDCP

Delta Protection Commission

• 15 members, 11 Delta majority

• Land-use authority

• Resource management plan

• Delta economic sustainability 

plan

Delta Conservancy

• 11 members, including 5 

Delta counties

• Primary agency to implement 

ecosystem restoration

California Water Commission

• Existing body, 9 members

• Oversees competitive process 

to award $3 billion to storage 

projects



California’s 1st Comprehensive Policy

• Local resource development

• New conveyance and storage 

infrastructure

• Delta habitat and watershed 

investments



Finance: ―Safe, Clean, and Reliable Drinking Water Supply 

Act of 2010.‖ – $11.14 Billion

Cogdill

Caballero



Safe, Clean, and Reliable Drinking Water Supply Act of 2010

Total Funding $11.14 billion

Drought Relief

$455 million

Delta Sustainability

$2.25 billion

Water Supply 

Reliability

$1.4 billion

Statewide Water System 

Operational Improvement

$3.0 billion

Conservation and 

Watershed Protection

$1.785 billion

Water Recycling and 

Water Conservation

$1.25 billion

Groundwater Protection

And Water Quality

$1 billion



Major Expenditure Categories for the Water Bond

• $4 billion: Local Resource 

development

• $4 billion: habitat and 

watersheds

• $3 billion for storage for co-equal 

goals and other public benefits

$11 = 4 + 4 + 3



Local Resource Funds by Region

Local Conveyance – Interregional Connectivity 
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Local Resource Funds by Region
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Resources for San Diego County

Storage for Public Benefits

Chapter 8

• Total – $3 billion

• Statewide Competition for Funds

Local Resource Development

Chapter 5

• Total – $455 million

• San Diego County – $100 million

Habitat and Watershed

Chapter 7

• Total – $2.25 billion

• Delta Solutions Benefit All

Chapters 6 and 11

• Total – $2.65 billion

• San Diego County – $87 million

Chapter 9

• Total – $1.785 billion

• San Diego County – $40 million, 

including San Diego River 

Conservancy



Frequently asked Questions

Q. Isn’t this just more pork 

and subsidies for ag?

Q. Will this bond affect other 

important expenditures?

Q. Isn’t it too expensive?

Q. Is now the time?

Q. Can it pass?

Answer:

$1b = 18,000 jobs
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