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Everyone’s
talking about
the supply

gap




Colorado River Basin Water Supply & Demand Study
3.2 MAF by 2060

US Bureau of Reclamation (2010)



“IW]e have identified a long-term
imbalance between available supplies
and projected water demands over the
next 100 years of up to 3 million
acre-feet.”

Arizona Department of Water Resources, Arizona’s Next Century:A
Strategic Vision for Water Supply Sustainability (2014)



Projected Sun Corridor Demand
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COLORADO
‘A Colorado Water
—7 .
A\, Conservation Board

Department of Natural Resources

‘““Colorado will need more
than between 538,000 and
812,000 AF of additional
water by 2050 to meet M&l
needs with passive
conservation included.”

Statewide Water Supply Inititiative, Final 2050 M&| Water Use Projections



“I'W]ater users face a potential
water shortage of 4.8 million acre-
feet per year in 2020 and 8.9 million
acre-feet per year in 2070 in the
event of a repeat of the drought of
record.”

Texas Water Control Board, 2017 State Water Plan



The Central Premise

more people
—) greater water
economic demand
activity
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$ Billion

AZ Water Demand & Growth (1957 — 2013)
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Demand Is Changing

TOTAL NUMBER OF ACRES PLANTED FOR
ALL AGRICULTURAL PURPOSES BY COUNTY
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Source: Morrison Institute for Public Policy, ASU; data from
USDA, National Agriculture Statistics Service, 2007



Agricultural Demand as %-age AZ Statewide
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Should we
think more

about
demand?




Water is
S0000
misunderstood




Build a pipeline.”

courses If it’s vellow
«Get (id of the go¥t A S
«Get rid of the
“Seed the Clouds” ) e
enwronmentallsts.

Too
Mucy ”Desah’nate.”

“No more new homes.”
“Kill the grass.//

. LWet it mellow,



Schadenfreude:

a feeling of enjoyment
that comes from
seeing or hearing
about the troubles of
others




May 8, 2015

Holthaus, Eric. “Dry Heat: As Lake Mead hits record lows and water shortagesloom, Arizona Prepares for the worst.” Slate (May 8, 2015).



€he New lork €imes

Still, Arizona is in dire straits. Its Colorado River water deliveries could be
curtailed starting next year by the Bureau of Reclamation, which dispenses the
river’s water from Lake Mead. Earlier this month, the lake dropped to its lowest
point since it was created by the construction of the Hoover Dam. And
calculations based on Arizona’s own water accounting suggest that demand
could outpace its existing water supply in less than a decade.

Lustgarten, Abrahm. “How the West Overcounts Its Water Supplies,” The New York Times (July 17, 2015)

July 17, 2015



flos Anaeles Gimes

Farmers who grow cattle feed and cotton in central Arizona
could be forced to let fields lie fallow, maybe for good, and
cities like Phoenix might have to begin reusing wastewater
and even capping urban growth, the region's economic

engine.

Yardley, William. “Shrinking Colorado River is a growing concern for Yuma farmers and millions of
water users,” Los Angeles Times (July 18, 2015).

July 18, 2015



What the
Kyl Center
Is doing







Strategic Priority No. |

Resolution of Water
Rights Claims

“Until that process is complete, uncertainty regarding
the nature, extent and priority of water rights will make it
difficult to identify all the strategies necessary for
meeting projected water demands.”

Arizona Department of VWater Resources, Arizona’s Next Century:A
Strategic Vision for Water Supply Sustainability (2014)



resilience - the abillity to
absorb, adapt to, respond tQ
NVt dSdly RSINEIACR 27
potentially disruptive event so
as to reduce the magnitude
and/or duration of such event.







consensus will require
understanding

Water Leaders
Roundtable

policy
makers

community

Water Talks



Water Leaders Roundtable Poll
Issue No. |

“How much water
does Arizona
really need?”




Coming soon...

The Price of
Uncertainty



“Sometimes | wonder what terrible
thing | did wrong in a previous
lifetime that | must now spend so
much of my time in windowless hotel
ballrooms, listening to people read
slides to me.”

“l must have been Viad the Impaler.”

https://onthepublicrecord.org/

a really good blog about California water policy


https://onthepublicrecord.org/

Sarah Porter
s.porter@asu.edu

602-496-0586


mailto:sarah.ellison.porter@asu.edu
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