The Western Coalition of Arid States

OFFICERS

PRESIDENT

Kelly Collins

CDM Smith
Albuquerque, NM
VICE PRESIDENT
Mike Eytel

CRWCD

Glenwood Springs, CO
SECRETARY

Steve Bigley
Coachella Valley Water District
Coachella, California
TREASURER

Larry Libeu
Temecula, California

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
ARIZONA

Ed Curley

Jim Kudlinski

CALIFORNIA
Steve Bigley

Jolene Walsh

COLORADO

Mike Eytel

Nancy Keller
NEVADA

Brenda Pohlmann
NEW MEXICO
Aaron Chavez
Joshua Rosenblatt
TEXAS

Peggy Glass
Wayne Owen
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Ed Curley

ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS
Mike Fleury
Jolene McCaleb, Esquire

AT-LARGE
Kelly Collins
Larry Libeu

WASHINGTON REPRESENTATION

Fred B. Hicks, Ph.D.
J. Tom Ray, P.E.

ADMINISTRATIVE
Dawn Moore, CMP

WEBSITE/E-MAIL
WWW.WESTCAS.ORG
westcas@mindspring.com

WESTCAS

President-Elect Trump

Presidential Transition Headquarters
1800 F Street, NW, Room G117
Washington, DC 20270-0117

Via email: apply@ptt.gov

January 3, 2017

In the arid western United States water is a precious resource that must be
carefully managed to meet water demands and support the vibrant
economy in the region. WESTCAS is a coalition of water and wastewater
districts, cities, towns, and professional organizations focused on water
resource issues in the states of Arizona, California, Colorado, Nevada, New
Mexico, and Texas. Our mission is to work with Federal, State, and regional
water resource agencies to recognize the unique water needs in the Arid
West.

One of our long-time members, Mark Pifher, has expressed an interest in
serving as the EPA Assistant Administrator for Water. WESTCAS
enthusiastically recommends and supports Mr. Pifther’s application for this
position. Mr. Pifher is a 1979 cum laude graduate of the University of
Wisconsin Law School and has over thirty years of experience in the water
quality, as both a regulator and as a regulated party. Mr. Pifher served in
the past as the Director of the Colorado Water Quality Control Division, and
subsequently as a member of the Colorado Water Quality Control
Commission, responsible for of all aspects of the state Clean Water and Safe
Drinking Water programs.

Mr. Pither also has over twenty-five years of experience as a regulated
entity in the private and municipal sectors. He served as the Director of
Aurora Water, the utility serving the state’s third largest city, during which
time the City successfully completed, on time and well under budget, a $600
million state-of-the-art water delivery/reuse system. He also worked for
the Colorado Springs Utilities, the service provider for the state’s second
largest city, assisting with the permitting and management of its $800
million water supply project known as the Southern Delivery System.
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Mr. Pifher recognizes that all interests, both regulators and regulated entities, share
common goals when it comes to water: the protection of our water resources and the
provision of reliable, safe water supplies. WESTCAS advocates for attaining these goals in a
cooperative, scientifically sound, timely and economically efficient manner. We sincerely
believe that Mr. Mark Pifher can assist the Trump administration in achieving these goals
and urges the Transition Team to consider Mr. Pifher as the next EPA Assistant
Administrator for Water.

Sincerely,

@ﬂo&laﬁj

Kelly Collins, PG, BCES
President

Cc:

Senator Cory Gardner
Curtis Swager
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